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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 4775 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : COSTA GOMES RESPONSE TO MELO ANTUNES - OTELO DOCUMENT 

REF: LISBON 4768 DTG 211213Z AUG 75 

A RELIABLE SOURCE CLOSE TO PRESIDENT TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT 
PRESIDENT HAD INDEED RECEIVED NEW MELO ANTUNES - OTELO DOCUMENT 
DURING AUGUST 20-21 MEETING (REFTEL). SAID COSTA GOMES' RESPONSE 
HAD BEEN TO ASK FOR TIME TO FORM A NEW GOVERNMENT BASED ON THE 
MELO ANTUNES - OTELO DOCUMENT WHICH WOULD PRESUMABLY INCLUDE 
SOCIALISTS AND PPD. WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT ROLE, IF ANY, IS ENVISAGED 
FOR VASCO GONCALVES, OR THE PCP. IF EITHER IS TO BE INCLUDED 
THERE MAY BE QUESTION OF WHETHER PS, PPD OR MELO ANTUNES WOULD 
ACCEPT. THIS COULD ALSO BE ANOTHER TEMPORIZING MEASURE BY 
COSTA GOMES. 
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